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Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even If timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )K Responsive to communication(s) filed on Amendment filed on February 17. 2004 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 1-20 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 6 and 7 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 1-5 and 8-20 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawlng(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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Amendment, filed on February 17, 2004 has been considered and entered. 

Election/Restrictions 
Applicant's election of claims 1-5 is acknowledged. Because applicant did not 
distinctly and specifically point out the supposed errors in the restriction requirement, 
the election has been treated as an election without traverse (MPEP § 818.03(a)). 
Claims 6-7 are withdrawn from consideration. 

Amendments of specification overcome the objection to the disclosure presented in 
previous office action. 

Amendment of Fig 2, filed on 12/19/03, overcomes the objection to the drawings. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 1-5 are objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 1 recites 
"one or more an electroluminescent element" which should be changed to "one or more 
electroluminescent elements". Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-5, 8-9 and 10-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, 
as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

A broad range or limitation together with a narrow range or limitation that falls 
within the broad range or limitation (in the same claim) is considered indefinite, since 
the resulting claim does not clearly set forth the metes and bounds of the patent 
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protection desired. Note the explanation given by the Board of Patent Appeals and 
Interferences in Ex parte Wu, 10 USPQ2d 2031. 2033 (Bd. Pat. App. & Inter. 1989), as 
to where broad language is followed by "such as" and then narrow language. The 
Board stated that this can render a claim indefinite by raising a question or doubt as to 
whether the feature introduced by such language is (a) merely exemplary of the 
remainder of the claim, and therefore not required, or (b) a required feature of the 
claims. Note also, for example, the decisions of Ex parte Steigewald, 131 USPQ 74 
(Bd. App. 1961); Ex parte Hall, 83 USPQ 38 (Bd. App. 1948); and Ex parte Hasche, 86 
USPQ 481 (Bd. App. 1949). In the present instance, claim 1 recites the broad recitation 
A device, and the claim also recites an electroluminescent display device which is the 
narrower statement of the limitation "a device". 

Further in claims 2-5, & 8-9, the recitation of "A device" should be changed to 
"the device" being dependent on claim 1 . 

Claim 10 recites the limitation "allows pressure inside the cavity to escape into 
the channel" which renders the claim 10 vague and indefinite. How pressure can 
escape into a channel? 

For the purpose of examination, it is understood that that escaping thermosetting 
adhesive into the channel. Appropriate corrections are required. 
Claims 1 1-20 are rejected being dependent on claim 10. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 



Application/Control Number: 10/023,161 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2879 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 10-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Norihiro(JP 2000100562). 

Regarding claim 10, Norihiro discloses an electroluminescent display device (10 
of Fig 1 & Fig 3), comprising two parts (20, 12) which define a cavity (22) for 
accommodating an electroluminescent element (16), and which are sealed together by 
means of a thermosetting adhesive (30) present at the interface of the two parts (20, 12, 
see abstract), characterized in that at least one channel (26) is provided in the interface 
(peripheral edge section), that allows thermosetting adhesive 30 to escape into the 
channel during manufacturing of the device (paragraph 0014 of machine translation). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Norihiro discloses a device wherein a reservoir (28) for the 
adhesive (30) is present at one end of the channels 26 (see Fig 2, and lines 32 of page 
3). 

Regarding claim 12, Norihiro discloses a device wherein a capillary reservoir (28) 
is located at the end of the channels (26) that is farthest from the cavity (22), i.e. 
outside the cavity 22 (see Fig 2). 

Regarding claim 13, Norihiro discloses a device wherein one of the 
parts (20) has a rectangular interface with the channels (26) being located in one (or 
more) of the corners of the rectangular interface (Fig 1 & Fig 3). 

Regarding claim 14, Norihiro discloses a device comprising a substantially flat 
substrate (12) on which an electroluminescent element (16) is deposited and a 
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preformed cover (20) of a sheet material, wliicli is shaped to define part of the cavity 
(22), the channel(s) (26) and the reservoir 28 (Fig 1 & Fig 3). 

Regarding claim 15, Norihiro discloses that the channel (26) is formed on one of 
the parts, on the substrate (12). 

Regarding claims16-20, Norihiro discloses that the channels (26) allows pressure 
inside the cavity to force a portion of the thermosetting adhesive into the channel during 
manufacturing and become sealed by the thermosetting adhesive, thus provides a 
pressure relief for the thermosetting adhesive (see paragraph 0007, and paragraphs 
0015). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-5 and 8-9 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) 
under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all 
of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

The following Is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

Regarding claim 1 , prior art of record neither shows nor suggests a combination 
of limitations set forth in claim 1 , particularly comprising the limitation of channel, which 
is open to the cavity. 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or eariier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Karabi Guharay whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2452. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:30 am - 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nimeshkumar D. Patel can be reached on (571) 272-2457. The fax phone 
number for the organization is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
infomnation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.qov . Should you 
have questions on access to the private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Karabi Guharay 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2879 




